Weekly Top 10
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TO: NCSEJ Leadership and Interested Parties
FROM: James Schiller, Chairman;
Mark B. Levin, Executive Vice-Chairman & CEO

Dear Friend,
This week, we lost one of the giants of the civil rights movement and
a great friend to the Jewish community. Congressman John Lewis'
outspoken support for Soviet Jewry was a source of inspiration for
Soviet Jewish activists in this country and in the former Soviet Union.
A long-time supporter of Israel, he drew upon biblical teachings, a
sense of common heritage and struggle, and a deep sense of
empathy towards those who were victims of anti-Semitism. Please
see the attached NCSEJ statement on his passing.
On Wednesday, a monument was dedicated to Jews who perished in the
Holocaust in the city of Cahul, Moldova. The ceremony was held on the site of
the former Ghetto in memory of over one thousand Jews who were in murdered
in mass executions 79 years ago. Numerous heads of Ministries attended as
well as Moldovan Prime Minister Ion Chicu, and President of the Jewish
community Alexander Bilinkis.

A memorial to Jews who perished during the Holocaust in Cahul, Moldvoa

On Tuesday, the Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto made an
official visit to Hungary to discuss bi-lateral cooperation and regional
and international concerns. Prime Minister Netanyahu has strong
diplomatic ties with Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban.
This week, Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko threatened to
expel western journalists from the country, whom he accused of
rallying protests again him and urged journalists to cover the harvest
instead. Lukashenko has been under intense criticism for his
handling of the coronavirus, the economy, and human rights. He
jailed two of his main rivals for president and disqualified another
before the August 9 election.
Finally, on Wednesday, NCSEJ hosted a Webinar with the leadership
of the Hungarian Jewish community, András Heisler and András
Büchler. They discussed the impact of the coronavirus on the country
as a whole and the Jewish community. They discussed the revival of
the Jewish community since the end of communist rule and how the
Federation of Jewish Communities is working to develop a proud and
independent Jewish community.
Sincerely,

Mark B. Levin
NCSEJ Executive Vice-Chairman & CEO

If you enjoy these Newsletters, please consider
making a donation to NCSEJ to help us support
the Jewish communities of Eurasia during these
uncertain times.
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UK report on Russian interference: Israel unwilling to openly challenge
Kremlin
TOI Staff
Times of Israel | July 21, 2020
WASHINGTON – Members of the U.S. House of Representatives have expressed
concern over democratic backsliding in Eastern Europe as it discusses ways to
improve frayed ties with transatlantic allies during the coronavirus pandemic.
Representatives Bill Keating (Democrat-Massachusetts) and Dina Titus
(Democrat-Nevada) told a House Foreign Affairs subcommittee on July 14 that
leaders in former communist nations, including Poland and Hungary, have used
the pandemic to consolidate power.
“We have seen human rights abuses. We have seen journalists attacked. We have
seen a lot of this in Eastern Europe, and I am afraid we are going to be dealing
with the impacts of democratic backsliding that has taken place during this virus
for many years to come,” Titus told the hearing.
Titus also said she was “particularly concerned” about Ukraine reversing its
reform agenda.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy, who won in a landslide last year on a
promise to fight corruption and attract foreign investment, fired his pro-reform
government in March after six months. The central bank chief also stepped down
this month after complaining of political pressure.
Read the full article here.

U.S. House Of Representatives Hears
Democratic Backsliding In Eastern Europe
Radio Svoboda | July 16, 2020
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“We have seen human rights abuses. We have seen journalists attacked. We have
seen a lot of this in Eastern Europe, and I am afraid we are going to be dealing
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government in March after six months. The central bank chief also stepped down
this month after complaining of political pressure.
Read the full article here.
Bulgaria: will Borissov’s government survive this summer?
Radosveta Vassileva
The New Eastern Europe | July 13, 2020
Since the beginning of 2020, Bulgaria has been shaken by a series of scandals
that have exposed the country’s rampant corruption and fragile rule of law.
Controversy erupted in June when news giants, such as Reuters and Bloomberg,
as well as national media in EU member states, such as the Netherlands and
Greece, reported a rather peculiar story. Pictures had been leaked of Prime
Minister Boyko Borissov’s bedroom, which looked like something from a movie
scene. The drawer of his nightstand was photographed full of cash reaching up to
1 million euros and gold ingots. Borissov himself was pictured sleeping — it
appeared that he kept a gun on top of his nightstand too.
Those following the decline of Bulgaria’s rule of law now seem to be wondering if
Borissov’s third government will serve its full term, but there is no easy answer.
Read the full article here.
Ukraine’s Unpopular Populist: What Next for Zelensky
Konstantin Skorkin
Carnegie Moscow Center | July 17, 2020
The latest Ukrainian opinion polls show that President Volodymyr Zelensky has
lost his main advantage: his popularity with the public. For the first time, fewer
people said they supported him than did not. The old elites have been waiting for
this moment ever since Zelensky’s landslide victory last year.
Having thrown down the gauntlet to the establishment, Zelensky has proved
unable to consolidate his electoral victory in practice. He has lost a substantial
part of his team, and finds himself at a crossroads: should he continue down the
path he is on and risk forfeiting real power, or try to reboot the system once
again?
The unprecedented level of support that swept Zelensky to power in spring 2019
was the new president’s chief asset. It gave him carte blanche to carry out
reforms, hold talks with Russia on resolving the Donbas conflict, and purge the
elites.
In September, Zelensky reaffirmed his mandate when his Servant of the People
party gained a conclusive majority in elections for the Verkhovna Rada, the
Ukrainian parliament.
Just a few months into his rule, Zelensky’s ratings predictably began to fall. In
response, Zelensky sacrificed his young reformer prime minister, Oleksiy
Honcharuk. But mistakes made by the president’s team and unfavorable
conditions continued to eat away at Zelensky’s popularity.
Read the full article here.
Belarusian Elections and Beyond
Grigory Ioffe
The Jamestown Foundation | July 21, 2020
The ongoing presidential campaign in Belarus has been dominating news flows
from that country so much that it is hard to believe anything else noteworthy
could be happening. Yet, a number of crucial non-election developments also
came to the fore in recent weeks.
The Belarusian economy is showing signs of sag, but not nearly as much as in
Russia or the European Union: Belarus’s GDP reportedly declined 1.8 percent
during the first five months of the year (Belta, July 8). Meanwhile, as expectations
continue to ramp up regarding the Belarusian nuclear power plant (BNPP) starting
operations at the beginning of 2021, tensions have notably been rising between
neighboring Lithuania and the other two Baltic States, Latvia and Estonia.
Lithuania is doggedly opposed to the BNPP and rejects purchasing any electricity
from the plant once it is operational; the other two Baltic republics are not. In late
June, Lithuanian President Gitanas Nausėda even ignored the annual meeting
with his Baltic counterparts because the three governments could not arrive at a
common position vis-à-vis the BNPP and solicited the European Commission’s
mediation (Svaboda.org, June 30; RuBaltic, June 29). On July 15, Lithuania’s first

post-Soviet leader, Vitautas Landsbergis, who chairs the non-governmental
organization (NGO) The Union Against BNPP, declared that “the scam [sic]
intended to enslave Lithuania through the BNPP is approaching a climax. Either
the old energy empire of Russia will enslave us through electricity, or we can
resist it. It is especially important to observe the law in principle [Lithuania has
codified its stand on the BNPP via legislation]—not to buy this unclean electricity,
not to finance the Astrovets [BNPP] scam, and not to give our Kruonis [Pumped
Storage Power Plant] to the Kremlin. [Unfortunately,] Pro-Russian entrepreneurs,
fans of the BNPP in Lithuania and Latvia, which has become Moscow’s satellite,
may influence the [Lithuanian] president’s attitudes” (Delfi.lt, July 15).
Read the full article here.
Remembering John Lewis and his involvement in the Atlanta BlackJewish Coalition
Melissa Stern
CBS News | July 18, 2020
ATLANTA, Ga. (CBS46) -- Congressman John Lewis was not only a pioneer when it
came to breaking down racial barriers, but he stood up for the injustice of all
communities, including the Jewish community, even helping create a coalition
that still exists today.
“Congressman Lewis was connected to the Jewish community over decades, in
his story he talks about growing up in Alabama, and hearing anti-Semitic remarks
in his community, and sort of questioning that,” said Dov Wilker, the Regional
Director for American Jewish Committee’s Atlanta Office.
Georgia Congressman and Civil Rights icon, John Lewis, is the youngest and last
survivor of the Big Six Civil Rights activists. He passed away at the age of 80 from
pancreatic cancer.
Jewish and Black people worked together to end the injustice of the Jim Crow
south. Lewis marched with members of the Jewish community and helped
establish the Atlanta Black-Jewish Coalition.
“They decided that black-Jewish relations was an important part of bringing our
community together,” Wilker added.
In 1982, concerned members from Atlanta's Black and Jewish communities came
together to campaign for the renewal of the Voting Rights Act.
The partnership and bond between the two communities is still thriving today.
“His vocal condemnation of anti-Semitism, his incredible support of the Soviet
Jewry Movement, his steadfast support for the state of Israel, John Lewis is a
moral compass of our time, and it’s a huge loss, not just to the Black community,
not just the American people, but also the Jewish community,” Wilker said.
With racism and anti-Semitism on the rise, Lewis’s legacy reminds us that we
need to lend our voices whenever any group is facing discrimination.
Read the full article here.
Hungarian Foreign Minister in Israel Talks Iran, the US Peace Plan and
Anti-Israel EU Steps
The Jewish Press | July 21, 2020
Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó was in Israel on Monday for talks
relating to the Iranian nuclear program and attempts to isolate Israel
diplomatically, and to sign bilateral agreements. Discussions also focused on the
coronavirus pandemic and the U.S. “Peace to Prosperity” plan.
Szijjártó said during the visit at relations between the two nations were “stronger
than ever” and that they could always count on one another. He also voiced his
support for the U.S. administration’s peace plan, which he said can serve as a
basis for a process that leads to peace and security. Noting that all previous
attempts at peace in the region have failed, Szijjártó called for patience, trust
and support for dialogue based on the White House plan.
Israeli Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi called Hungary “a true friend of Israel”
that was “working to safeguard and protect Israel’s interests against those who
try to isolate us,” according to a Foreign Ministry statement.
With regard to Iran, Ashkenazi called for the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action nuclear pact to be dropped entirely, a policy he said Israel was confident
Budapest would support.

“I expressed our concern to the Hungarian foreign minister about Iran’s incessant
violations of its nuclear commitments,” said Ashkenazi said. “In our view, the
solution to these violations is complete renunciation of the nuclear agreement,
and it is our expectation that the Hungarian government will support this policy.”
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu expressed his appreciation for
Hungary’s steadfast support for Israel in international forums and in the
European Union, and his hope that relations between Budapest and Jerusalem
would strengthen further in the coming years.
Read the full article here.
The tragedy of politics as normal: the meaning of the protests in
Khabarovsk
Ivan Davydov
Riddle.io| July 21, 2020
For more than a week, the Russian President couldn’t work out his feelings — did
he trust Sergey Furgal, the arrested governor of Khabarovsk Krai, or didn’t he?
On July 9, Furgal was detained; it was only on July 20 when Putin finally decided
that the man sitting in pre-trial detention, accused of organising contract killings,
probably should not be employed as a regional leader. Furgal had been dismissed
“due to a loss of confidence” (the usual wording in such circumstances); Mikhail
Degtaryev, a State Duma deputy from the Liberal Democratic Party of Russia
(LDPR) appointed as acting regional head in his place.
All this may look fairly routine for Russian politics. The president could not have
acted any other way: he cannot overlook the work of his own secret services (the
case against Furgal is led by the Investigative Committee and supervised by the
FSB). The choice of acting regional head is also quite logical: Furgal is a member
of the LDPR, so after his dismissal it was only natural that the post should have
gone to a fellow party member. So there were few surprises here; a couple of
days after Furgal’s arrest, LDPR party leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky said that the
party expected to retain its leading position in the region, and Degtyarev’s name
was first mentioned as a successor. While Telegram channels for politics watchers
may have retold these events as sensational, that is more a reflection of how
Russia’s Telegram channels rather than the developments themselves.
On the surface, Furgal’s dismissal looked normal. One could be forgiven for
expecting that the furore in the Far Eastern region would die down, and that its
inhabitants of would cast ballots in early local elections to decide whether
Degtyarev was a worthy successor. But the events which have shaken the region
since Degtyarev’s appointment are of such a scale that they demand a different
interpretation.
Read the full article here.
Unexploded Nazi mortar uncovered in ‘Warsaw Ghetto’ Jewish cemetery
Rossella Tercatin
The Jerusalemn Post | July 22, 2020
An unexploded German mortar was uncovered in the major Jewish cemetery in
Warsaw during renovation works on Monday.
Established in 1806, the Okopowa Street Jewish Cemetery has borne witness to
Jewish life and death in the Polish capital ever since and it is the final resting
place for over 200,000 people. Major figures including rabbis, intellectuals and
entrepreneurs are buried there, often under elaborate tombstones and
commemorative monuments. The area was also included in the boundaries of the
ghetto established by the Nazis after the occupation of Poland and many of their
victims were also buried in it.
“A few years ago, we received funding from the government to carry out a major
cleaning of the cemetery which had not been done since before the Second World
War,” Rabbi Yehoshua Ellis told The Jerusalem Post.
Ellis has been living in Poland for several years as an emissary for Shavei Israel,
an organization that describes its mission as “to help descendants of Jews
reconnect with the people and State of Israel.” The rabbi also heads the
Rabbinical Commission for Jewish Cemeteries in Poland that ensures that
activities in the facilities are carried out respecting Jewish laws and traditions.
The device was exposed during the cleaning of the First Quarter of the Okopowa
Cemetery, which is the oldest of the site, presenting at least two levels of burial.

Read the full article here.

1120 20th Street NW, Ste. 300N Washington, DC 20036-3413
Telephone: +1 202 898 2500 | ncsejinfo@ncsej.org

About NCSEJ
Founded in 1971, the National Coalition Supporting Eurasian Jewry represents the organized American Jewish
community in monitoring and advocating on behalf of the estimated 1.5 million Jews in Eastern Europe and
Eurasia, including the 15 successor states of the former Soviet Union.

