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WASHINGTON, D.C. December 13, 2019
TO: NCSEJ Leadership and Interested Parties
FROM: Daniel Rubin, Chairman;
Aleksander Smukler, President;
Mark B. Levin, Executive Vice-Chairman & CEO
Dear Friend,
Earlier this week we held the annual NCSEJ Board of Governors meeting and heard presentations
from Author David Lowe, NCSEJ Executive Committee Member Robert Spitalnick, Romanian
Ambassador to the United States George C. Maior, Ambassador John F. Tefft, and Special Envoy for
Holocaust Issues Cherrie Daniels.
David Lowe highlighted his new biography on NCSEJ former Chairman Morris B. Abram. I urge anyone
interested in learning about a true, American Jewish hero to read the book.
I had the opportunity to interview the Romanian ambassador George C. Maior about the current state
of U.S.-Romanian/Romanian-Israeli relations, the Romanian government's concerns about Russia, and
the state of the Jewish community in Romania.
Former ambassador John F. Tefft gave an overview of the geopolitical challenges confronting Ukraine
today. The ambassador also discussed the importance of Ukraine as a strategic partner of the United
States.
The U.S. State Department's Special envoy for Holocaust issues, Cherrie Daniels, discussed at length
the operations of her office and the role International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) plays
in addressing anti-Semitism and Holocaust remembrance. Special Envoy Daniels also discussed the
current state of Holocaust education around the world and how her office is actively seeking to

encourage governments to include comprehensive information about the Holocaust in their
educational curriculums.
We are in the middle of our end of the year fundraising campaign and need your support to continue
to fulfill our vital mission. Please consider making a donation.
Sincerely,

Mark B. Levin
NCSEJ Executive Vice-Chairman & CEO

WHAT NCSEJ DOES NEXT YEAR DEPENDS ON YOU.
Help protect communities and promote Jewish interests in
over twenty countries and across two continents.

DONATE NOW
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Azerbaijan: Hedging Toward Russia and Europe
Rahim Rahimov
The Jamestown Foundation | December 11, 2019
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov traveled to Azerbaijan on December 2–3. This came after his
November 11 Yerevan visit, which caused an uproar in Baku due to Lavrov’s reference to the ethnicArmenian population in Karabakh as the “people of Nagorno-Karabakh” and his oblique suggestion of
possibly including the separatist Azerbaijani territory in future talks as a third party at the negotiating
table (TASS, Armenpress.am, November 11; Report.az, November 14). In Baku, Lavrov tried to
appease Azerbaijan but was not particularly successful. On one hand, the top Russian diplomat was
careful to use such phrases as “Karabakh communities” and “the entire population of Karabakh,”
which are acceptable to Azerbaijan. But when Azerbaijani Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov
emphasized the need for “substantive negotiations,” Lavrov responded by voicing support for
people-to-people contacts between Azerbaijanis and Armenians. This type of proposal is seen in Baku
as serving the longevity of the status quo and a deviation from substantive negotiations at the state
level,

which

Azerbaijan

believes

contradicts

its

interests

(Moscow-Baku.ru,

Musavat.com,

Turkustan.info, December 3; Trend.az, December 4).
Read the full article here.
Ukraine’s President Stands Alone Against Russia
Editorial Board
The New York Times | December 11, 2019
Throughout the impeachment hearings, American military aid for Ukraine was portrayed as a way for
a friendly giant to help a David fend off a staggering Goliath who, if not stopped, would continue his
rampage. That’s the big picture.
The complex details of the Russia-Ukraine conflict, and of the ways the Trump administration has
failed Ukraine, were made clear when President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine held his first meeting
with President Vladimir Putin of Russia on Monday.
Read the full article here.
How 10,000 Little Putins Rule Russia
Andrey Kolesnikov
Carnegie | December 3, 2019
When the regime requires an outstanding display of loyalty, conformism is elevated to principle and a
virtue that officials vie aggressively with each other to demonstrate.

They race ahead of the heavily bedecked train to meet the arriving government officials with a band
and the traditional salt and bread.
College deans ready to reveal the names of students involved in anti-government protests, officials
and lawmakers who have polished their newly-minted bills to a totalitarian sheen. Police officers,
investigators, prosecutors and judges — all eager to report, with Stakhanovite zeal, how they have
exceeded their quotas for imprisonments and fines.
Read the full article here.
Soviet dissident Natan Sharansky named 2020 Genesis Prize recipient
Laura E. Adkins
JTA | December 3, 2019
The Genesis Prize Foundation has announced that Natan Sharansky, a Jewish refusenik, prolific leader
in the Soviet Jewry emigration movement and former Israeli politician, will be awarded the 2020
Genesis Prize.
The Genesis Prize, dubbed the “Jewish Nobel,” was started in 2013 and is financed through a
permanent $100 million endowment. The annual award honors “extraordinary individuals for their
outstanding professional achievement, contribution to humanity and commitment to Jewish values.”
Sharansky was selected to honor “his extraordinary lifelong struggle for political and religious
freedoms, emphasizing the relevance of his work in today’s world,” the Genesis Prize Foundation said
in a news release.
Read the full article here.
Why the Normandy Summit Was Not a Waste of Time
Sergey Utkin
Carnegie | December 12, 2019
This week’s Normandy summit on the Ukraine conflict, attended by the leaders of Ukraine, Russia,
France, and Germany, does not appear to have resulted in anything approaching a breakthrough.
Moscow and Kiev affirmed their previous positions at the meeting in Paris, and announced their
intention to continue to facilitate the stabilization of Ukraine’s war-torn Donbas region, while making
no substantial changes to the tools already available to them. Still, all the participants gave a positive
assessment of the talks, and it didn’t seem that they were simply being polite.
Read the full article here.
Is the Kremlin Finally Ready to Play Hardball with Belarus?
Maksim Samorukov
Carnegie | December 11, 2019
Speculation has been mounting for months that the road for Russian President Vladimir Putin to
extend his reign past 2024, when he is obliged by the constitution to step down, runs through Minsk,
the capital of neighboring Belarus. Many expected last weekend’s celebration of the twentieth
anniversary of the Russian-Belarusian Union State to provide a convenient launchpad for the longtime
Russian leader to push for the further integration of the two countries and then use it as a pretext to
change the constitution, thereby getting around the current limit on presidential terms.
The long-awaited summit, however, turned out to be a non-event. Belarusian President Alexander
Lukashenko, the collective farm director-turned-autocrat who has ruled Belarus for twenty-five years,
fought tooth and nail to preserve every inch of his powers. His Russian counterpart grumbled, but
eventually acquiesced to substituting real integration with another set of hazy road maps and distant
deadlines.
Read the full article here.
Polish Politician Dissed Holocaust Commemoration — Then Sued The Curator Who
Commissioned It
PJ Grisar
FORWARD | December 12, 2019
Continuing a trend, in Poland, of political objections to artwork concerning the country’s role in the
Holocaust, a nationalist Polish governor is suing an art curator for defamation.
The row began in October, Art Newspaper reported, when a public artwork by Dorota Nieznalski
commissioned by Lublin-based art historian and curator Tomasz Kitliński was unveiled during Lublin’s
Open City Festival.
The work, titled “Judenfrei” — the Nazi term for an area “cleansed” of Jews — commemorates World
War II-era pogroms in the city. Nieznalski’s installation took the form of a heap of signs bearing the
names of Jewish population centers in Lublin where Nazis conducted mass murders and roundups of

Jews in the early 1940s.
Read the full article here.
List of over 3,000 Jews saved by WWII Polish diplomats published
Jonna Jasinska
The First News | December 12, 2019
A list of over 3,200 Jews saved by Polish diplomats during World War II has been published by the
Pilecki Institute.
The so-called Ładoś List, named after the head of Polish war time delegation in Switzerland, includes
names of people who received fake Central American passports prepared by Polish diplomats in Bern
as a way to escape the horrors of the Holocaust.
From 1941 to 1943, Poles working in the delegation of Poland to Switzerland, together with Jewish
organizations illegally bought, prepared and delivered fake passports and certificates of citizenship of
four South and Central American countries to people threatened by the Nazi Germany: Paraguay,
Honduras, Haiti and Peru.
Read the full article here.
Trump Aside, Are Jews A Nationality?
Alex Zeldin
FORWARD | December 12, 2019
On Tuesday, The New York Times reported that the Trump administration was signing an executive
order defining Judaism as a nationality. The article set off an internet firestorm, with many Jews
openly worrying that this was not meant to protect Jews, but to distinguish us from the American
people.
It turned out that wasn’t quite the case. On Wednesday, Jewish Insider obtained a draft of the
executive order and we learned that it wasn’t quite as drastic a formulation as originally described.
Still, the debate sparked some interesting questions: Are Jews a nation? A religion? Is it good for
governments to be classifying Jews as one or the other at all?
Read the full article here.
Poland’s toxic property restitution debate fueling antisemitism - analysis
Jeremy Sharon
The Jerusalem Post | December 12, 2019
In Poland today, there is an issue that encompasses the ravages of the Nazi occupation during the
Second World War, the scars of Communist rule, the current Europe-wide surge of nationalist
populism, and the ghosts of the country’s Jewish community. That issue, the restitution of Jewish
property confiscated by the Communist regime in Poland after the war, has become a central pillar of
public and political campaigns by far-right parties in Poland to gain relevance, popularity and electoral
success.
Read the full article here.
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