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NCSEJ Delegation meets with Ekaterina Zaharieva, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria

WASHINGTON, D.C. November 1, 2019
TO: NCSEJ Leadership and Interested Parties
FROM: Daniel Rubin, Chairman;
Aleksander Smukler, President;
Mark B. Levin, Executive Vice-Chairman & CEO
Dear Friend,
We just completed a very successful Leadership Mission to Romania and Bulgaria. I want to share a
few impressions with you now, and a complete trip report will be distributed in the near future. The
delegation met with Jewish community leaders and government officials in both countries. While the
Jewish communities in Romania and Bulgaria are small when compared to other countries, their
commitment to building a strong and engaged Jewish community is impressive. We shared a
wonderful Shabbat with the Bucharest Jewish community. The Choral Synagogue has been
completely restored and the service well attended.
I was particularly taken by how many young leaders there are in the Bulgarian Jewish community.
From the president, the CEO and board members to the teachers in the brand new Lauder Day
School, there is a bright and energetic group to lead the community for the next decade.
Both communities face serious challenges whether it's demographic or meeting the significant social
welfare needs, but both are determined to succeed. In our meetings with government officials, we
discussed the ongoing problems of anti-Semitism confronting the European continent, relations with
the United State and Israel and the state of their Jewish communities. Both governments have made
it a priority to fight anti-Semitism. Bulgaria has appointed a deputy foreign minister as their Special
Envoy on Combating Anti-Semitism and Romania has pushed for greater acceptance and
implementation of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s definition of anti-Semitism.

We plan to discuss our mission in greater detail at next month’s Board of Governors meeting in
Washington DC, on Tuesday, December 10. I hope you can join us there.

Sincerely,

Mark B. Levin
NCSEJ Executive Vice-Chairman & CEO

NCSEJ Delegation meets with Emil Hristov, Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly
and Georg Georgiev, Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria
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Foreign Minister: Bulgaria is actively countering antisemitism, xenophobia and hate
speech
Editorial Board
Sofia Globe | October 30, 2019
At a meeting with the National Coalition Supporting Eurasian Jewry (NCSEJ), Bulgarian Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Ekaterina Zaharieva emphasised Bulgaria’s role in countering
antisemitism and intolerance, a statement by the Foreign Ministry on October 30 said.
The NCSEJ is an American non-governmental organisation whose primary function is to support Jews
and Jewish communities in Eastern Europe and Eurasia. The NCSEJ has been active in the Eastern
European and Eurasian region since 1971, works closely with governmental and non-governmental
organizations and monitors antisemitism in the region.
Read the full article here.

Lithuania’s Holocaust record is an ‘open wound,’ Israeli envoy says in Vilnius
CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
Times of Israel | October 30, 2019
JTA — Israel’s ambassador to Lithuania said the European nation’s Holocaust-era history is “an open
wound” and called on local patriots to teach history “honestly” because “people have to know what
happened here.”
Yosef Levy’s comments Sunday at the start of a seminar in Vilnius for teachers about the genocide
are a rare reference by an Israeli official to a polarizing debate in Lithuania, which is one of Israel’s
closest allies in the European Union, about the honoring of local collaborators with the Nazis.
The collaborators are being celebrated as heroes because they fought Soviet domination alongside
the Germans. But some of them, including Kazys Skirpa and Jonas Noreika, are alleged to have
participated in or supported the killing of some 250,000 Lithuanian Jews.
Read the full article here.
JEWISH REFUGEE FROM UKRAINE SET TO TESTIFY IN THE IMPEACHMENT QUERY
RON KAMPEAS
The Jerusalem Post | October 29, 2019
WASHINGTON — Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman, the National Security Council staffer set to deliver
dramatic testimony confirming that President Donald Trump sought dirt on a political rival from
Ukraine, is a Jewish refugee from that country when it was part of the Soviet Union.
“I did not think it was proper to demand that a foreign government investigate a U.S. citizen, and I
was worried about the implications for the U.S. government’s support of Ukraine,” Vindman, an army
officer and the top NSC official handling Ukraine, says in testimony posted Monday evening by the
New York Times, which he is set to deliver to congressional investigators on Tuesday.
Read the full article here.
Rare Kafka Letters in Hebrew, Finally Returned to Israel, Reveal Writer's Deep Love for
the Language
Ofer Aderet
Haaretz | October 29, 2019
At first glance, the brief letter in somewhat broken Hebrew, sent by a man to a woman nearly a
century ago, seems barely worth a mention. After decoding the grammatical errors, spelling mistakes
and rather tortured syntax, the fascinating message we’re left with is that the writer will be late for
their meeting because he has a doctor’s appointment.
What transforms the note from an uninteresting piece of paper into a precious (and valuable)
historical document is the fact that it was written by Anshel – better known as Franz – Kafka, one of
the greatest writers of the 20th century. This summer, 95 years after Kafka’s untimely death at the
age of 40, it was made public for the first time.
Read the full article here.
Maria Butina, Deported to Moscow, Is Defiant: ‘Russians Don’t Give Up’
Andrew Higgins
NY Times | October 26, 2019
MOSCOW — Maria Butina, the gun-loving Russian who befriended prominent Republicans during the
2016 presidential campaign and ended up imprisoned in Florida, landed in Moscow on Saturday, a
day after she was deported.
She was welcomed with flowers off a flight from Miami at Moscow’s main international airport by her
father, Valery, and Maria Zakharova, the spokeswoman for the Russian Foreign Ministry.
Ms. Butina, who became embroiled in accusations of meddling in the 2016 American election and
was imprisoned after pleading guilty to conspiring to act as a foreign agent, thanked Russian officials
and the local news media for campaigning for her release.
“I am very, very happy to be back home,” she told a throng of waiting journalists, adding, “As you
know, Russians don’t give up.”
Read the full article here.

Israel Welcomes Ukraine’s Decision to Open Diplomatic Office in Jerusalem
Aryeh Savir
Jewish Press | October 27, 2019
Israel welcomed Ukraine’s decision to open a diplomatic branch of their Tel Aviv Embassy in
Jerusalem, the latest country to establish a diplomatic presence in Israel’s capital.
The decision was made following an agreement between Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Netanyahu visited Ukraine in mid-August, the first visit by
an Israeli prime minister since he traveled to the country in March 1999.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Vadym Prystaiko stated Friday that his country and Israel “are getting
closer – an important event.”
Read the full article here.
Top EU official welcomes Czech resolution calling BDS antisemitism
JTA
Times of Israel | October 27, 2019
In an unusual move, a top European Union official celebrated the Czech parliament’s passing of a
resolution that lists the campaign to boycott Israel among forms of antisemitism.
The European Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality, Věra Jourová, who is Czech,
on Wednesday wrote on Twitter: “I welcome that @snemovna passed a resolution condemning all
forms of #Antisemitism directed against individuals and religious institutions, including the denial of
Holocaust.”
Read the full article here.
Brandeis acquires archives of Jewish group that supported Soviet Jews
PENNY SCHWARTZ
JTA | October 25, 2019
BOSTON (JTA) — Brandeis University has acquired the archives of a Jewish women’s group that
supported Jews in the former Soviet Union.
Project Kesher made the donation public on Wednesday at a conference at the university library in
Waltham, Massachusetts. The event brought together activists involved in the group’s early years.
Founded in 1989, Project Kesher aimed to help Jews who did not emigrate, but chose to remain in
Ukraine, Russia and Belarus. Today, the New York City-based nonprofit supports grassroots
organizations that foster Jewish identity and education by empowering women to be active in Jewish
and civic life. Many of its programs address gender equality, health and domestic violence.
Read the full article here.
SERBIAN JEWISH LEADER CLAIMS THAT RIGHT-WING ‘HOOLIGANS’ RAIDED SYNAGOGUE
CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
The Jerusalem Post | October 26, 2019
There’s a heated fight going on in Serbia over who should lead the Jewish Community of Belgrade,
the country’s capital city — and it’s getting physical.
Sasha Jinker was elected in March to replace Danilo Medic, but Medic won’t give up his title as
community president. Medic’s critics say he is in violation of the community’s charter, and allege that
the Serbian government is supporting him. The Jewish Community of Belgrade owns millions of
dollars of assets.
On Saturday, Medic claimed that 20 masked “hooligans” who seemed to belong to the far right
raided the city’s main synagogue on Friday night. They “made the impression of belonging to
football-hooligan groups and right-wing organizations” and caused “serious damage” to property,
Medic wrote in a letter to the World Jewish Congress.
Read the full article here.
The Russian media in Belarus
Yuri Tsarik
Riddle | October 30, 2019

For a long time, a powerful Russian information presence in Belarus, coupled with the
pro-Russian foreign and ideological policy of the Belarusian authorities, meant that
Belarus was part of the Russian information space. The situation started to change after
the outbreak of the Ukrainian crisis. In turn, Russia has started to transform its
information presence.
There are common trends shared by the Belarusian and Russian media spaces. Internet
sources have become more popular (especially among young audiences) in recent years;
the popularity of traditional media has been gradually declining.
Read the full article here.
Prospects of the Russian protest movement
Ksenia Kirillova
Atlantic Council | October 28, 2019
The eruption of protests on the streets of Moscow in early August was the culmination of
demonstrations the previous month after election officials barred opposition candidates from running
for City Council, citing irregularities in the signatures collected to put them on the ballot.1 Hundreds
were arrested as the protests repeated for several weekends in a row amid police crackdowns
against demonstrators and opposition figures.
Read the full article here.
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